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The Public Library and the Public Elementary School.
—A Note on an Experiment.1
' T 'HE subject of extending the benefits of the Public Library
•*• through the medium of the Public Elementary School is
not new to the members of the Library Association, neither is it
exhausted. The Vice-President of the Committee of Council on
Education during the late administration, officially encouraged
the establishment of Lending Libraries for Scholars in Public
Elementary Schools, and surely the time is opportune for con-
sidering any plan by which these schools may be closely asso-
ciated with public libraries to their mutual advantage. Mr. W.
H. K. Wright so far back as 1879 advocated the establishment
in Board Schools of small libraries furnished from the Public
Library, and in 1888 read to the Association an excellent descrip-
tion of the success of his system in operation at Plymouth. My
worthy master in the craft of librarianship, Mr. J. Potter Briscoe,
in 1895, described the inauguration and success of a special
Children's Library, housed in a home of its own, and both these
pioneers must be delighted with the number of their imitators.
Much information on School and Children's Libraries is given in
Mr. Butler Wood's paper on " Special Features in Free Library
Work " (1891), and in the news columns of the official journal of
the Association. What I have to add is matter of detail; but the
discussion of detail, and the improvement of library machinery,
is one of the objects of the Association's existence.
In 1-891, the Committee of the Bootle Public Library pub-
lished a " Catalogue of Books for the Young " in the library, and
provided for the admission to the benefits of the library of
children between the age of eight and fifteen years, subject to
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compliance with the general rules of the institution, with the
following modifications:—
i.—No guaranty for a juvenile borrower will be accepted
unless accompanied with the signed consent of a parent or
guardian.
2.—No book shall be lent to a juvenile borrower except it be
entered in the " List of Books for the Young," or a supplement
thereto.
3.—A juvenile borrower may not borrow books after 7 o'clock
in the evening.
The result was a decided success, and led to the speedy enrol-
ment of six or seven hundred new borrowers. About the same
time, or a little earlier, the Bootle School Board established a
small lending library in each of its two public schools; and
these libraries, I was informed, were much used and appreciated
by the scholars. In a year or two the question of replenishing
the school libraries had to be faced, and the cost became a bar to
their efficient increase.
In this state of affairs, Mr. A. J. Miles, the head-master
of one of the schools, suggested to the Deputy-Chairman (Mr.
Councillor J. J. Mack) and myself the advisability of affiliation of
the school under his charge as a branch of the public library.
The matter was duly considered by the Library Committee, and
the appended rules were prepared and adopted in September of
last year.
Rules for the School Delivtry in Connection with the Bootls
Public Library.
I.—The Head Master of the School shall
nominate a Librarian for the School Delivery, who must be approved
by the Public Library Committee, and who shall
(1) Keep a supply of guaranty forms, give a copy to any child re-
quiring the same, and collect and forward the filled up forms to
the library.
(a) Receive from the Library new borrowers' tickets, and deliver
the same to the borrowers when each has duly signed the
" School Delivery" Signature book.
(3) Issue to each borrower on Delivery Day a copy of the " Book-
Card," and when properly filled in collect and forward the
book-cards with the returned books to the Library.
(4) Receive the exchanged books, book-cards, tickets, and stationery
from the Library on each issue day, distribute the books to the
School bon-owers, and file the book-cards for future reference.
($) Keep copies of the rales and catalogues of children's books, and
see that they are posted up in the School and easily accessible
to teachers and scholars.
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II.—For the present, Delivery Days shall be
fortnightly, commencing- on and Issue Days the
days immediately following Delivery Days.
III.—A week longer than the time stated within the book covers
shall be allowed for reading to children borrowing through the
School, but otherwise they shall be subject to the General Rules of
the Library like all other juvenile borrowers.
IV.—When a fine becomes due on a book, it will not be renewed
or exchanged until the borrower has paid the fine at th* Library.
These rules owe much to the American Branch Delivery
System as described by recent visitors to Chicago. They (1)
provide against the weakening of the general library by the
withdrawal for long periods of large portions of the stock to the
schools; (2) they are applicable without difficulty to any school;
(3) they do not disturb the system in operation at the central
library, nor make any special recording books necessary; (4)
the system is very economical; (5) it gives a minimum of trouble
to the school librarian, and relieves him of all responsibility for
fines or for property; (6) abolishes the need of a transfer
when the child leaves school.
The " book-card," or call-card referred to gives the date,
name of scholar, number of book returned, number spaces for
ten books wanted (in order of preference), and spaces for enter-
ing number of book returned, date when returned and initials of
the assistant who made the exchange.
The School Board have provided a special covered hand-
cart for the transit of the books, and from 150 to 200 books are
exchanged at every fortnightly school delivery. The teachers
take much interest in the direction of the pupils' reading, both
as regards subject and difficulty of reading. After nine months'
working only one book has been lost. At present there are more
than 2,000 books available for the choice of the children, and
the principal, indeed the only real difficulty has been the selec-
tion of suitable books to place in stock for the use of Standard
III . children.
JOHN J. OGLE.
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